
As the chairman of your Search Committee (Lee Allen, Pamela Sullivan, Krista 
McGuire, and Jamie Kimrey) that was charged with the task to prayerfully seek 
out God’s choice for our next Associate Pastor of Family Ministries, I am pleased 
to recommend to you Rev. Jacob Waldrip. After your committee reviewed many 
potential candidates and some in-person meetings, we unanimously felt God was 
leading Jacob to First Baptist to fill this position.

We took on this task with open hearts and open minds, not to find a person who 
the committee individually or collectively felt good about calling, but someone 
we felt like God was calling.

Jacob has a passion for working with children and youth to “lead them to one 
day become Christian husbands and wives, moms and dads, and productive 
leaders in the community and the world.”

Jacob is a “preacher’s kid” with roots in Chester, SC. (His father is still pastor of 
First Baptist of Chester.) He presents himself to FBC of Albemarle with some 
impressive credentials.

Your committee appreciates the faith you entrusted in us to serve FBC with the 
most important task of securing a God-led individual to fill the Associate Pastor 
of Family Ministries position. It was an honor and privilege to serve.

Eston West, Chairman

From the Associate Pastor  
Search Committee:



Dear First Baptist Church Albemarle,

Brittani and I were excited to receive a phone call inviting us 
to come spend a weekend in fellowship and worship with you 
all in view of a call. In our conversations over the past months 
with Andy, Eston, and the rest of the search committee, we 
quickly became hopeful about the possibility of becoming part 
of the family of God at FBC Albemarle. We are appreciative 
of their dedication to hearing the voice of God as they search 
for a minister who will come and walk alongside the families 
that make up the family of FBC. We are also appreciative of 
the space that they have given us to discern the voice of God 
through this process. Through conversations, prayer, and 
reflection, Brittani and I have come to know the vibrant life, 
loving fellowship, and Kingdom commitment that make up 
the heart of First Baptist Church Albemarle. We are grateful to 
have formed relationships with the search committee and look 
forward to the opportunity to meet all of you.

As we met and talked with the search committee, it became 
clear to Brittani and me that the possibility of coming to 
FBC Albemarle would grant us opportunities to live life 
with a church that is interested in what we are interested in 

— demonstrating to our community that Jesus Christ is Lord with our lives, our love for one 
another, and our love for our neighbors. We are excited about the potential to be a part of a 
family of faith that both seeks to love its neighborhood well and seeks to raise up disciples who 
learn to love their neighbors with the love of Jesus.

We were all created in the image of God and given the sacred purpose of filling the earth with 
the love, glory, and goodness of God. Through living in Christ, we are able to meet that task. 
There is no better place to start than with our own families. In church life, we often talk about 
our youth and our children as the future of the church, but I believe, and know that you believe, 
that our youth and children are the church, right now. We are called to empower one another, 
including our youth and children, to live into our sacred purpose together. Brittani and I are 
excited about the possibility of coming to Albemarle to dream with you all about how we can be 
a family made up of families who love each other and in turn love the families all around us in 
Albemarle.

We look forward to the weekend in early November when we have an opportunity to get to 
know you all and to lean into God’s call together.

For the Kingdom, 
Jacob 

From the Candidate



EDUCATION

• Master of Divinity | May 2016 
Focus in New Testament Research 
McAfee School of Theology

• Bachelor of Arts in Religion |  2013  
Minor in Ancient Greek and Roman Studies  
Furman University

MINISTRY EXPERIENCE

• Ministerial Resident |  June 2016-Present 
First Baptist Church Augusta, GA

• Middle School Director | January 2014-May 2016 
Frazee Center in Greenville, SC

• Part-time Youth Minister | September 2013-December 2013 
First Baptist Church Morrow, GA

• Pastoral Intern | August 2011-May 2012  
First Baptist Church Easley, SC

What Others Say About Jacob…
“Jacob is real, authentic, approachable 
and a team player. He will go deep with 
people and desires to learn and grow 
in ministry. He also has a deep passion 
for people who have been marginalized. 
There is no doubt that he has been called 
and gifted for ministry.”  
Dr. John Adams  |  Pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Easley, SC

“Jacob has a wonderful passion for ministry. Students 
responded well to him and he was well received with 
the parents. His leadership helped to stabilize the youth 
ministry during the time of transition for the church. Also 
as his professor, I was impressed with his intelligence and 
willingness to put in the work in the classroom.” 

Dr. David Hull  |  Former Interim Pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Augusta and Leadership Professor 
at McAfee School of Theology

“Jacob is a committed follower of Jesus. He is very humble and incredibly self-aware. He truly desires for 
God’s people to have an authentic relationship with God. During his time as the Ministerial Resident at 
First Baptist Augusta, Jacob has gained a greater clarity of his calling for the local church and has come 
to better understand the ministry of the church. Through his gifts and passion, he has helped our church 
to better understand how we can impact the local community.” 
Dr. Jim Walls  |  Associate Pastor of First Baptist Church of Augusta, GA



Committee Members’ Comments:

Meeting with Jacob and Brittani I was struck 
with the impression that they live out the 
Gospel as demonstrated in Matthew 25:40 
...’Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it 
to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least 
of them, you did it to Me.’”  I believe they will be 
a great assist to our church and community.

Lee Allen

I was impressed with Jacob after our first interview. I 
could tell that he and Brittani were passionate about 
sharing God’s love and compassion individually but 
also as a team. I wrote down two comments from 
Jacob’s interview that I really liked: 1) Be patient and 
learn to love the questions and 2) Love God from 
the top of our minds to the bottom of our hearts. 

Krista McGuire

Jacob has shown the capacity to be very 
dynamic and creative when engaging 
with youth. He brings a lot of energy and 
challenging new ideas to our youth and 
church. Jacob is committed to growing 
the kingdom of God through our families, 
youth and community.

Jamie Kimrey

“I really loved the fact that he’s 
passionate about spreading God’s love 
in our community through our children 
and youth. Jacob and Brittani will be a 
wonderful asset not only to our church 
but our community as well. “

Pamela Sullivan

Saturday, Nov. 4
1:30-2:30 

Meet with Children’s Ministry and Youth Ministry Committees

3:00-5:00 
Church Meet & Greet

6:30-8:30 
Youth & College Dinner and Fellowship

Sunday, Nov. 5
9:00 

Church Meet & Greet

9:45 
Visit children & youth Sunday School Classes

11:00 
Share Testimony and Assist in Worship

Schedule For Call Weekend


