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Everyone forgets! It simply is part of life. Dad forgets to set the alarm before going to bed causing him to be late for work the next morning. Mom forgets to pick up her child from basketball practice, leaving the child waiting at school. A child “forgets” to clean their room before the parent imposed deadline. On a sadder note, a grandparent is besieged by dementia or Alzheimer’s and can’t recall the names of his or her children and grandchildren.  

Amy will tell you that remembering is not one of my gifts. Many of our conversations go like this: “Don’t you remember when…” I would look at her with a black stare and say no, “No…I don’t remember.” She often says, “Remember when …” Again, I have no recollection. None whatsoever. 
However, Amy will tell you that I have no trouble remembering that NC State’s last ACC Basketball Tournament Championship was in 1987 or that our last National Football Championship was …well, never. I can remember that New York Yankees has won 27 World Series Championships and Jack Nicklaus has 18 major wins followed by Tiger Woods’ 14 majors. In other words, I remember the things I want to remember and delete the things that I deem unnecessary to remember. 
The truth is, forgetting the minor details usually isn’t a big deal. It happens to the best of us and the world doesn’t seem to stop because of it. However, when it comes to forgetting who we are in Christ, it can lead us into a world of trouble. 

In today’s text, we read about King Josiah and his reign in Judah. God wanted to be Israel’s ruler but his people cried out for a king to be like the other nations. So when the Lord finally gave the people what they wanted, Saul was appointed king. Saul was followed by David, Solomon and many others. Some were good leaders and helped God’s people to love the Lord. Other kings were wicked and led them into destruction. If you read the chapters before leading up to our text, we would read about King Hezekiah and the reforms that he made in order to call the Israelites back into a love relationship with the Lord God. After the reign of Hezekiah, we read in chapter 21 that Manasseh took over for the next 55 years and Amon for 2 years after that. Scripture tells us both were evil in the eyes of the Lord. Manasseh filled the temple with Asherah poles and led the people astray by worshiping idols. Manessah’s son, Amon, took over the reign and followed in the footsteps of his father. He continued in idol worship before his own officials assassinated him. The people then killed everyone who conspired against Amon and ascended Amon’s son, Josiah, as the next king. 

The Bible tells us that Josiah was only eight years old when he was made king of Judah. Josiah didn’t have good role models to follow in his father and grandfather. However, he somehow walked in the ways of the Lord. As he became older, he saw the need for reform in his kingdom. In 2 Chronicles 34, we read about Josiah taking down the high places of worship, Asherah poles and other idol images. Under his leadership, alters for Baal were torn down and Josiah called his people back into worshiping only the Lord God, Yahweh. 

As part of the continual efforts of reform, Josiah desired to repair the temple so that the people would come and worship God there. He entrusted his officials with resources to repair the temple and his orders were followed. In the midst of remodeling the temple, Hilkiah, the high priest, found the Book of the Law. Most scholars believe the book that was found was part of the Pentateuch, most likely the book of Deuteronomy. Hilkiah read the book to Josiah’s officials who in turn took the book to Josiah and read it to the king. In hearing God’s word from the Book of the Law, Josiah saw the wickedness of his nation and his heart broke for his people. He knew that God’s wrath was ready to be poured out on his nation because of their disobedience.

In 2 Kings 23, we learn that Josiah calls the people of Judah together and renews the covenant with the Lord to worship Yahweh and Yahweh only. He tore down anything that resembled idols and idol worship. He then reinstituted the celebration of the Passover, something that had not been done since the days of the judges. Josiah encouraged the people to remember their identity in God as the chosen people and reminded them of all the things the Lord had done for them. It was a call back to the roots and remembering their covenant with the Lord.

In today’s culture, many have lost their identity. To some, it is found in family and friends. To others, their identity is found in their material possessions and positions of power. To most, their identity is found in their vocation. For many, our society has determined what we should do with our lives and what vocation we should be in. In his book titled, Let Your Life Speak, Parker Palmer speaks of how, even in the church, we have created a distorted view of identity and vocation. 

Palmer writes, “Today I understand vocation quite differently – not as a goal to be achieved but as a gift to be received. Discovering vocation does not mean scrambling toward some prize beyond my reach but accepting the treasure of true self I already possess. Vocation does not come from a voice “out there” calling me to become something I am not. It comes from a voice “in here” calling me to be the person I was born to be, to fulfill the original selfhood given me at birth by God.”

Palmer suggests that who we are and what we do for a living are two separate and distinct realms of our lives. We put on different masks that others desire for us to wear, even those with good intentions. Parents, teachers, family members, friends and co-workers attempt to fit us into holes that may seem to fit on the outside but does not match the true giftedness that was given by God at birth. Palmer writes, “Our deepest calling is to grow into our own authentic selfhood, whether or not it conforms to some image of who we ought to be. As we do so, we will not only find the joy that every human being seeks – we will also find our path of authentic service in the world.”

Our identity is found in who we are in relationship to our Creator and Maker. God looks at us and sees his greatest creation. He sees us with immeasurable love and compassion. He sees us as his beloved! Too often, we lose our way, just as the Israelites, when we listen to the “outside” voices that lead us astray. We begin to worship idols such as our jobs, wealth and power. We worship the material things we have and turn our focus away from the One who has blessed us with those material things. We find our identity in the cars that we drive, clothes that we wear, or the neighborhoods we live in. 

Finding and keeping our identity is not a destination that we reach at a certain place and time. It is a life-long journey as we become more intimate with our Creator and in turn become more intimate with ourselves. Better we know God, better we know our place in that relationship and how God wired us and gifted us. It is in the recovering of our true identity that we can follow the command to love both our neighbors and self.

So how do we go about recovering this identity? We should follow the example set by King Josiah. First, when faced with the God’s Truth, we should respond with humility. Whenever we encounter God’s Truth, it reveals the sin nature that is within us. It shines the light of truth on dark areas of our lives. When Josiah heard the Truth found in the Book of Laws, the Scripture says that he tore his robe as a sign of humility. Josiah faced the truth rather than deflecting it unto others. He recognized the sins of his people and searched for reconciliation. In subsequent passage from our text, we read about how God spared Josiah the pain of seeing his people punished in his lifetime. God showed compassion and delayed His wrath upon the people until the death of Josiah. True repentance comes when we humble ourselves before God and recognize our shortcomings. 

Second, when we are faced with God’s Truth, it is an opportunity to learn more about who we are and who we are not. As we continue to walk together in our spiritual journeys, we should remain eager to learn. As we grow closer in our relationship with God, we learn more about our strengths, gifts and of course our weaknesses. In finding our true identity, we begin peeling back the layers and getting to the core of who we are.
As you know, I love short-term mission trips. Early in my ministry, I looked at short-term mission trips solely as a mission to take the message of the gospel to those who may not have heard. It was the opportunity to live out the Great Commission by carrying God’s message to others in need with love. However, I quickly learned that short-term mission trips were to not only benefit the community that we were visiting but also, it was even more for those that were on mission. Most often on mission trips, those on mission encounter God in authentic ways. It challenges us spiritually and it helps us to grow as God’s people. We are challeneged physically, emotionally and spiritually; allowing us to learn more about ourselves. Mission trips teach us more about who we are and who we are not!

Finally, after receiving the truth with humilty and learning more about ourselves, we should be moved to action. Josiah, after hearing the Truth from the Book of the Law, moved quickly to action. He called the people of Judah together to renew the covenant with God. He tore down alters to Baal and cleared the land of any remaining Asherah poles and other forms of idol worship. He encouraged the people to celebrate the Passover once again to reclaim what God had done for the nation in the past. 
When we are faced with God’s Truth, it should always move us to action. It may move us to repent of our shortcomings and change our thoughts, attitudes and deeds. It may move us to change how we interact with our family and friends. It may move us to be more compassionate. When we encounter the Living God, we cannot remain the same. It should move us to think and act differently!

When we are face-to-face with God and His Truth, we have a choice to make. We can reject the truth and continue to live a life that is not pleasing to God. On the other hand, we can accept the truth and allow God to change us from the inside out to discover our true identity.
There is an old tale that sums up, with amazing brevity, the constant struggle of our tendency to be someone else and the importance of becoming our true self: Rabbi Zusya, when he was nearing his final years of life, said, “In the coming world, they will not ask me: ‘Why were you not Moses?’ They will ask me: ‘Why were you not Zusya?’” May we continually seek our true self that has been made in the image of God.

Our identity is valuable and something to be cherished. Allow God and His Truth help you discover your true identity in 2017. If you have found your true identity, may you never forget!
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